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proud co-sponsor of this important legislation, 
H.R. 664, the Prescription Drug Fairness for 
Seniors Act, which relies on market forces to 
lower the costs of prescription drugs for sen-
iors. The bill would allow pharmacists to pur-
chase drugs for senior citizens at the same 
price the federal government purchases pre-
scription drugs through the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, Medicaid, or other programs. My 
constituents, especially the seniors on Guam 
know all to well the dilemma of acquiring 
needed medication without sacrificing the 
other essential necessities of life, strongly sup-
port this legislation and have called upon me 
to urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to particularly thank my 
colleague, Congressman TOM ALLEN, for his 
diligent work in bringing this issue to our atten-
tion, of his work in sponsoring this legislation 
and for his unwavering commitment to older 
Americans. Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that 
the Prescription Drug Fairness for Seniors Act 
receives its due consideration and reaches the 
floor for passage as soon as possible. Our 
senior citizens deserve no less than affordable 
medication and a Congress that cares. 
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DEVASTATING EARTHQUAKE HITS 
TAIWAN

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 1999 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, a devastating 
earthquake struck Taiwan earlier this week. 
The quake was centered 90 miles south of 
Taipei in Nantou county. Registering 7.6 on 
the Richter scale, the quake has claimed more 
than 1,800 lives and destroyed hundreds of 
homes. Thousands more are believed to be 
trapped in the rubble, and the death toll is ex-
pected to increase. Aftershocks continue to 
rumble through Taiwan. 

The earthquake crippled Taiwan’s infrastruc-
ture in the hardest hit areas. Phone, power 
and water lines were knocked out. Over 
100,000 people were left homeless sleeping 
on blankets in makeshift shelter areas. Roads 
are barely usable as large gashes crisscross 
many of the main thoroughfares in central Tai-
wan making it extremely difficult for rescue 
workers to deliver aid. 

I understand that a number of Americans 
may have family or friends in Taiwan. Many of 
them may be extremely worried due to the 
lack of information and the inability to contact 
them by phone. I call upon the U.S. Depart-
ment of State and the Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Representative Office. Taiwan’s de 
facto embassy in the U.S., to coordinate ef-
forts to keep them informed of further develop-
ments and to provide all reasonable assist-
ance in locating and determining the status of 
their family and friends. 

The U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment, the lead U.S. agency for international 
humanitarian efforts, has activated a team of 
100 search and rescue personnel and 106,000 
pounds of equipment. They have also pro-
vided a general information number that can 
be reached at 1–800–USAID–RELIEF. I com-
mend USAID for their swift and efficient re-

sponse to this humanitarian disaster, and I am 
certain that they will continue to work closely 
with Taiwan to coordinate relief efforts. 

USAID has indicated the transportation of 
relief goods to Taiwan is very difficult and inef-
ficient at this time, so monetary donations are 
preferred. To that end, the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office established 
the ‘‘Taiwan Earthquake Relief Fund’’ for indi-
viduals interested in providing support. Dona-
tions can be made to Riggs Bank, account 
number 17306006, 1913 Massachusetts Ave-
nue, NW., Washington, DC, 20016. 

The U.S. is not the sole nation involved in 
the search and rescue effort. The response 
from the international community has also 
been swift. Switzerland, Germany, Singapore, 
Japan and Russia have all sent personnel and 
equipment to Taiwan to assist with search and 
rescue efforts. 

All the rescue teams are working non-stop 
to comb through the rubble in search of sur-
vivors. God bless them for their tireless and 
courageous efforts. 

My thoughts and prayers are with them all 
in the aftermath of this tragic disaster. 
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U.S. CONGRESSIONAL LETTER 
CALLS FOR RELEASE OF POLIT-
ICAL PRISONERS IN INDIA 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 1999 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, last month 
several of my colleagues and I sent a letter to 
Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
calling for the release of political prisoners in 
India. So far we have received no response. 

According to Amnesty International, thou-
sands of political prisoners are being held in il-
legal detention without charge or trial. Several 
Sikh political prisoners wrote a letter from the 
Nabha Security jail on the Sikh Nation’s 300th 
anniversary in which they urged Sikhs to get 
involved in getting them released. Some of 
these Sikh political prisoners have been held 
since 1984. Fifteen years in illegal detention 
without charge or trials is the tactic of a police 
state, not of the democracy India claims to be. 

Our letter reminds the Indian leader that if 
India is going to proclaim its democratic prin-
ciples, it should release all political prisoners 
and bring the police who have committed 
atrocities against the Sikhs to justice. If it does 
not, we should be ready to take appropriate 
action to deprive India of the privileges that 
accrue to democratic and friendly countries. 

If India continues to oppress its minorities 
and hold thousands of political prisoners with-
out charge of trial, America should stop aid 
and trade to the repressive Indian regime. In 
addition, we should support self-determination 
for all the nations and peoples of South Asia. 
This is the way to ensure that all the people 
and nations of South Asia may live in free-
dom. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place the Con-
gressional letter to Prime Minister Vajpayee 
into the RECORD. 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 30, 1999. 

Hon. ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE,
Prime Minister of India, Chanakyapuri, New 

Delhi, India. 
DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: We are very 

disturbed by a recent Amnesty International 
report that thousands of political prisoners 
are being held in Indian prisons without 
charge or trial. In a democracy, there should 
not be political prisoners. 

In addition, a group of political prisoners 
held at Nabha Security Jail wrote to the 
Sikhs earlier this year asking for help in get-
ting them released. There are thousands of 
Sikh political prisoners being held in India. 
Some Sikh political prisoners have been held 
since 1984 without charge or trial. How can a 
country that proclaims its support for demo-
cratic principles continue to hold political 
prisoners?

Human-rights activist Jaswant Singh 
Khalra wrote a report showing that tens of 
thousands of Sikhs were abducted, tortured, 
murdered, and declared ‘‘unidentified,’’ then 
their bodies were cremated. After Mr. Khalra 
published this report, he was kidnapped by 
the police and they killed him six weeks 
later, according to a witness. The police re-
sponsible for this act have never been pun-
ished, despite a court order. Neither has 
Swaran Singh Ghotna, the police officer re-
sponsible for the torture and murder of Akal 
Takht Jathedar Gurdev Singh Kaunke, who 
was torn in half. 

Mr. Khalra’s findings were confirmed by a 
recently-issued report from the Committee 
for Coordination on Disappearances in Pun-
jab, which issued an ‘‘interim report’’ that 
identifies at least 838 cases of arbitrary exe-
cution and secret cremation. These are not 
the acts of a democratic country. 

As members of the United States Congress, 
we will be watching with interest the actions 
that you take. If these kinds of acts con-
tinue, we will be forced to consider cutting 
off American aid and trade to India. We ex-
pect a democratic state like India to live up 
to the principles of democracy and the rule 
of law. 

Sincerely,
Edolphus Towns, Dan Burton, William 

Jefferson, Roscoe Bartlett, John T. 
Doolittle, Jack Metcalf, Sam Farr, 
George Radanovich, Eni Faleomavaega, 
Bobby L. Rush, James Traficant, Wally 
Herger, Gary Condit, Lincoln Diaz- 
Balart, Peter King, J.C. Watts, Donald 
Payne, Cynthia McKinney, Brian P. 
Bilbray, Major R. Owens, Bernard 
Sanders, Richard Pombo, Albert R. 
Wynn, Carlos Romero-Barceló, James 
Rogan, Duke Cunningham, Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen, David McIntosh, Collin C. 
Peterson.
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THE INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION 
ACT

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 1999 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I am delighted 
to join my colleagues from both sides of the 
aisle today in introducing the Intercountry 
Adoption Act. By providing for the implementa-
tion of the Hague Convention, this legislation 
will help unite American families with waiting 
children from around the world. 
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